














Interventions to be strengthened

1. Strengthen spaces for girls to meaningfully participate 
in dialogues.

2. Stigmatization�� �6�É�� �-�6���¡�%�y�e�ë�m�
�}�� �}� �m�½�ë�½�6�m�}�� �}�à�6� �
�Ž�� �y�¡��
stopped.  

3. Govt. and donors' interventions should eliminate the 
perceptions around marriage can solve all "problems".

4. Girls' priorities/choices should be heard before 
designing any programs for girls empowerment. Proper 
implementation of existing legislation at all level.

5. Control over sexuality should be addressed and create 
safe space for girls to discuss the relevant issues.

6. Strengthen the institutional frameworks for addressing 
child marriage through proper reporting and enforcement 
mechanisms during emergencies.

7. Marriage registration and digitalization should be 
made compulsory.

8. Strategic advocacy for strengthening and supporting 
civil registration systems for birth and marriage.

9. Reactivating the national committee under the CMRA. 
NAP could be brought under its mandate, to act as an 
accountability mechanism.

10. ���Ž�½�6�ƒ�T�‹�¡�� �É�6�m�� �¡�}�‹�T�y�
�ë�}�à�ë�%�Ì�y�m�¡�›�ƒ�6�%�}�‹�ë�‹� �‹�ë�%�Ì��Communi-
ty-based Child Protection Committee (CBCPCs), where 
defunct, to act on child protection issues.

12. Strengthen social safety nets for ensuring social 
security of girls.

13. Strengthen community mobilization to connect girls 
with different committees that are committed to work at 
the grassroots level to address CEFM.

14. Revitalize the local NGOs for essential health, 
education, awareness raising and safety and security 
interventions for the empowerment of girls.

New initiatives for eliminating CEFM
1. Long-term and community-based interventions 
focusing on changing social norms should be undertaken.

2. Positive gender norms and key behavioural issues need 
to be introduced through communication at multi-level, 
social mobilization and conversations with parents.

3. Evidence-based gender transformative approaches 
needs to be introduced for ensuring lasting change at all 
levels.

4. Decentralized interventions should be designed by the 
government and relevant actors to ensure coverage of 
adolescent girls in their programs from all the vulnerable 
groups.

5. Economic interventions must be integrated to address 
girls' educational attainment and child marriage.
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11. Strengthen the institutions capacity to provide protec-
tion to adolescent girls to report CEFM or any other form 
of violence.

Child marriage is a deep-rooted and harmful practice supported by strong social norms. While the prevalence of child, 
early, and forced marriage has decreased in the last forty years in Bangladesh, it still remains a problem as the impact 
of child marriage goes beyond generations. However, empowering girls through increased knowledge, awareness of 
�‹�à�¡�ë�m���m�ë�Ì�à�‹�}���T�%�Ž���y�¡�‹�‹�¡�m���T�y�ë�
�ë�‹�ë�¡�}���‹�6���%�¡�Ì�6�‹�ë�T�‹�¡���T�%�Ž���ƒ�6����� �%�ë�ƒ�T�‹�¡���ƒ�T�%�����T���¡���T���}�ë�Ì�%�ë�ê�ƒ�T�%�‹���Ž�¡�%�‹���ë�%���ƒ�à�ë�
�Ž�����T�m�m�ë�T�Ì�¡���}�ë�‹� �T�‹�ë�6�%�s��
Also, mitigating the gaps in the government and donors’ nature of prioritization of girls’ issues and subsequent 
�ë�%�½�¡�}�‹���¡�%�‹���‹�6���T�‹�‹�T�ë�%���‹�à�¡���y�m�6�T�Ž���Ì�6�T�
���6�É���ò�7�e�›���s
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�
��
require more action-oriented programs by the government and other donors and UN agencies. The recommendations 
in this chapter focus broadly on strengthening the existing interventions and investing in undertaking new initiatives 
that would be helpful for the government and donors in combating CEFM and empowering girls in Bangladesh.
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